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I. Introduction

“I hope you will put up with a little more of my foolishness. Please bear with me. 2 For I am
jealous for you with the jealousy of God himself. I promised you as a pure bride to one
husband—Christ. But I fear that somehow your pure and undivided devotion to Christ will be
corrupted, just as Eve was deceived by the cunning ways of the serpent. You happily put up
with whatever anyone tells you, even if they preach a different Jesus than the one we preach,
or a different kind of Spirit than the one you received, or a different kind of gospel than the one
you believed (2 Corinthians 11:1‐4, NLT).

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved, (Romans 12:9).

Now, let me ask you something profound yet troubling. If you became believers because you
trusted the proclamation that Christ is alive, risen from the dead, how can you let people say
that there is no such thing as a resurrection? If there's no resurrection, there's no living Christ.
And face it—if there's no resurrection for Christ, everything we've told you is smoke and
mirrors, and everything you've staked your life on is smoke and mirrors. Not only that, but we
would be guilty of telling a string of barefaced lies about God, all these affidavits we passed on
to you verifying that God raised up Christ—sheer fabrications, if there's no resurrection, (1
Corinthians 15:12‐15, The Message).
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II. Three specific post‐resurrection eyewitness accounts
A. Jesus’ appearance to Mary Magdalene (John 20:11‐18)
Some skeptic is sure to ask, "Show me how resurrection works. Give me a diagram; draw me a
picture. What does this 'resurrection body' look like?" If you look at this question closely, you
realize how absurd it is. There are no diagrams for this kind of thing. We do have a parallel
experience in gardening. You plant a "dead" seed; soon there is a flourishing plant. There is no
visual likeness between seed and plant. You could never guess what a tomato would look like
by looking at a tomato seed. What we plant in the soil and what grows out of it don't look
anything alike. The dead body that we bury in the ground and the resurrection body that comes
from it will be dramatically different, (1 Corinthians 15:35‐38, The Message).
•

Rabboni is a strengthened form of Rabbi, it was a title signifying great
honor and supreme reverence

B. Jesus’ appearance to ten of the disciples (John 20:19‐23)
"This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is why:
so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life.
God didn't go to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to point an accusing finger, telling the
world how bad it was. He came to help, to put the world right again. Anyone who trusts in him
is acquitted; anyone who refuses to trust him has long since been under the death sentence
without knowing it. And why? Because of that person's failure to believe in the one‐of‐a‐kind
Son of God when introduced to him”, (John 3:16‐18, The Message).

C. Jesus’ appearance to Thomas (John 20:24‐31)

III. Application
The joyful news that He is risen does not change the contemporary world. Still before us lie work,
discipline, and sacrifice. But the fact of Easter gives us the spiritual power to do the work, accept the
discipline, and make the sacrifice. ‐ Henry Knox Sherrill
What a God we have! And how fortunate we are to have him, this Father of our Master Jesus! Because
Jesus was raised from the dead, we've been given a brand‐new life and have everything to live for,
including a future in heaven—and the future starts now! God is keeping careful watch over us and the
future. The Day is coming when you'll have it all—life healed and whole, (1 Peter 1:3‐5, The Message).

